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■ Was Never Approached, He Says 

N.Y. Lawyer Named as Man 
FBI Picked to Replace King 


By Anthony Marro 

New York Time* Ntwi Service 


-Transit Authority and its workers. 

At the time Sullivan made his 


■- . proposal in a memorandum in Janu-- 

A prominent Manhattan lawyer, . jgga pie rce> a Republican, had 
Samuel R. Pierce Jr., has been iden- • a jj. eac jy established a solid reputa- 
tified as the man whom officials of tjon as a i awye r, as a criminal court 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation i u< j ge j n Manhattan and as an official 
once considered trying to groom for a J n treasury Department. He had ! 
position of leadership m the civil; alsQ heW a num ber of staff posts on ! 
rights movement, apparently without congressional committees, but he 
his knowledge or consent. - 6 


According to a source familiar 
with the proposal. Pierce was the 


was not known as a civil rights activ- 
ist, t * ■ • — * 


wlLn r^ali'ivan~a - SULLIVAN’S PROPOSAL was’ 

person made ^ & dme wheir FBI agents, 

senior .official in acting on the orders of Hoover, were 

gested ought L b £.j!2[® 1 ?K d t u ? ^rooer engaged in a campaign to discredit 
bureau wS races* late King and to remove him as a 
Win^?movta| Dr. Martin leader of the civil rights movement. 

Luther King Jr. as a civil rights..., v Internal FBI documents made pub- 
leader. j* “‘ lie in recent years show thabhureau 

. agents gave derogatory information 

SSdffiPkS.' Vw' 


about it/’ had never met Sullivan 
arid had never been approached oa 
^ie matter by anyone. 


ers and government officials and 
tried repeatedly to show that he and 
his organization were under the influ- 
I L ence of Communists. ^ 

The details of the proposal by Sulli- hJs memor andum, Sullivan sug- 

van, who is now dea £ gested that the bureau not only try to 
in a -Senate Intelligence Committee ° ersuade coun try that King was, 
report two years ago, butthename of. . his wordS( » a f raud> demagogue 

also try to help 

'assume the role 
leadership of the Ne^ro pe ople 

uaga- ir. ^ 

person Sulli 

van had in mind, and a source famil guillTail — 

iar with the situation* confirmed- being shot by another hunter on the 
yesterday that he was in fact the per- -* j 


Teport two years ago. but the nameotcg^o^ *8^ 

^Person he s.ggested might. be ^^1" bS* 
used was not made public. . „«*■ develop a leader to “ 

oiForF HOWFVF.R is identified of the leadership of the Negro pc 
PIERCE, HUWtvtK. is iaemuiea King has been completely 

in the forthcoming issue of the maga- " .P JL 

zine The Nation as the person Sulli- ..oeam^,, v 


son Sullivan had named. 

The source said the intelligence 
committee had never found any evi- 
dence that steps had been taken to 


uvuin w j 

opening day of the deer season. 

Pierce said he was shown a copy o£ 
the memorandum several years ago, 
by a member of the Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee, and said at that 

.1 i. 2* ..... flraf kn Nor? 


dence that stepa Had Deen taicen io ^"“.7 ’ & , he 

carry out -the plan, a though it tod, 


apparently been approved by the late 
FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover. 

- *\ . - t 




Pierce, 55 r is now a member of the 
-law firm of Battle. Fowler, Jaffin, 
Pierce & Kheel and recently served 
as the chief mediator in the contract 
, dispute between the New York City 


heard of the matter. 

“As a matter of fact. Dr. King was! 
a friend of mine; I argued a case for 
him before the Supreme Court,” he 
said. He added that he would have re- 
jected any such plan if it had been 
proposed to him. “That’s not my 
route,” he said. 1 


